(Our advice indicates a letter like this is more effective if it comes from your home address)
Dear 

The Government’s 2010 Intergenerational report, as well as the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) review of “Australia’s Health 2010”, have identified the unsustainable costs of the projected health and ageing challenges which will impact greatly on the future health care of all Australians.
I am a researcher engaged in (information about your research and what you are trying to achieve)

It is my belief that bi-partisan support for investment in  health and medical research through the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) is essential for Australia to mitigate the projected escalation in health expenditure.  NHMRC has a proven track record –

· Health and Medical Research (HMR) between 1993 and 2005 is estimated to have returned a net benefit of $29.5 billion.1
· Every dollar invested in HMR returns on average $2.17 in health benefits.1
· Australia delivers 1st class medical research and has been shown to provide a 117% return on investment, exceeded only by mining and wholesale/retail sector.1
· Investment in NHMRC  between 2000-10 is projected to save $966 million in direct and indirect costs to the health system.2
· Gains of $6 billion linked to increased well-being from NHMRC investment between 2000-10.2
· For every dollar spent on additional NHMRC investment, seven cents will be returned in future health expenditure savings – this is a conservative extrapolation over only five disease groups which does not include other financial savings, such as gains in wellbeing.3
The unprecedented health and economic challenges articulated by the 2010 Intergenerational Report and the AIHW review of “Australia’s Health 2010”, are a call to responsible action by government.   

I urge all of government to support the call to lift investment into NHMRC to 1% of total health expenditure in Australia in 20124 with subsequent increases in investment at the rate of 0.2% annually to reach 3% by 2022.3
Yours sincerely,

………………
1. Access Economics. Exceptional Returns: The Value of Investing in Health R&D in Australia II. In: 2009, http://www.asmr.org.au/Publications.html
2. Deloitte Access Economics. Returns on NHMRC funded Research and Development . In 2011, http://www.asmr.org.au/Publications.html
3. Deloitte Access Economics. Extrapolated returns on investment in NHMRC medical research. In: 2012, http://www.asmr.org.au/Publications.html
4. ASMR 2012. Pre-Budget Submission 2012. In: 2012, http://www.asmr.org.au/Submissions.html
Mail or email to: 
· The Prime Minister, Hon Julia Gillard - 
http://www.pm.gov.au/contact-your-pm (this site accepts only 10,000 characters for online submission)

· Federal Treasurer and Deputy Prime Minister, Hon Wayne Swan  Wayne.Swan.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Tanya Plibersek, Minister for Health, Minister.Plibersek@health.gov.au, Tanya.Plibersek.MP@aph.gov.au
· Senator Chris Evans, Minister for Tertiary Education, Skills, Science and Research. minister.evans@innovation.gov.au 

· Hon Jenny Macklin, Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs, Minister for Disability Reform. JMacklin.MP@aph.gov.au
· Senator Penny Wong, Minister for Finance and Deregulation

· Hon Greg Combet, Minister for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency, Minister for Industry and Innovation, Greg.Combet.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Bill Shorten, Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations, Minister for Financial Services and Superannuation, Bill.Shorten.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Mark Butler, Minister for Mental Health and Ageing, Minister for Social Inclusion, Minister Assisting the PM on Mental Health Reform, Mark.Butler.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Tony Abbott MP, Leader of the Opposition, Tony.Abbott.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Joe Hockey MP, Shadow Treasurer, J.Hockey.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Peter Dutton MP, Shadow Minister for Health and Ageing, Peter.Dutton.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Christopher Pyne MP, Shadow Minister for Education, Apprenticeships and Training, C.Pyne.MP@aph.gov.au
· Senator Brett Mason, Shadow Minister for Universities and Research, senator.mason@aph.gov.au
· Senator Nigel Scullion, Shadow Minister for Indigenous Affairs, senator.scullion@aph.gov.au
· Hon Andrew Robb AO MP, Shadow Minister for  Deregulation and Debt Reduction, Andrew.Robb.MP@aph.gov.au
· Hon Greg Hunt MP, Shadow Minister for Climate Action, Environment and Heritage, Greg.Hunt.MP@aph.gov.au
· Mrs Sophie Mirabella MP, Shadow Minister for Innovation, Industry and Science, Sophie.Mirabella.MP@aph.gov.au
· Mr Rob Oakeshott MP, Independent Member for Lyne NSW, Robert.Oakeshott.MP@aph.gov.au
· Mr Andrew Wilkie MP, Independent Member for Denison Tas, andrew.wilkie.mp@aph.gov.au
· Senator Bob Brown, Leader of the Australian Greens, senator.bob.brown@aph.gov.au
· Your Local MP
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