ASMR Poll 99 findings

Between 30 April and 2 May 1999 NewsPoll conducted a survey, on behalf of ASMR, which asked questions about medical research and medical research funding. 1200 people over the age of 18 were surveyed nationally. 

When reading the summary below it is important to remember that the NewsPoll survey was done before Budget99 increased NH&MRC funding and before the Strategic Review  of Health and Medical Research (Will's review) was released.

The following is a brief summary of the findings:

· Just over half the respondents believe too little is spent on medical research in Australia. Only 1% believed that too much is spent.

· 77% belive the responsibility for funding medical research rests with government. 10% mentioned private industry and 5% public donations.

· The overwhelming perception is that increased medical research funding would have a positive impact on Australia; would generate more jobs and wealth for Australia and would encourage the best researchers to remain in Australia.

One year out from the Sydney 2000 Olympics it was interesting to find that 74% of respondents believe that government funding of medical research is more important than funding the olympics. The majority of these people (65%) said that funding medical research was a lot more important.

When asked if they were prepared to fund medical research via an increase in tax, 71% said they would be willing to do this, provided they knew this money was going to be spent on medical research.

Where these responses can be compared to the responses to the 1995 survey done by ASMR the results are almost identical. This indicates that the public response the issue of medical research and funding has remained constant.
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