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opportunity or threat to privacy

Two of today’s hot medical research stories

Bad gums may not only mean bad breath, but may also mean you are more likely to have a heart attack, according to new research from The University of Queensland.
The study has so far shown that people with cardiovascular disease, or who have suffered a heart attack have fewer teeth and have more severe and more extensive periodontal disease, compared with a similar group that did not have heart disease. 

“Our investigations support the concept that infection and specifically periodontal infection may be associated with coronary heart disease,” Prof Greg Seymour said.

Interviews: Marlene McKendry 07 3346 4713 or 0401 996847. Full release www.scienceinpublic.com/medical 
Don’t underestimate the risks of new human genome technology and its impact on our society.

World-leading cancer biologist, Professor Mary Hendrix, today warned against new DIY genetic testing kits which are being developed for over-the-counter sale in pharmacies. And she praised Australian scientists for the scale and value of their medical research, despite “very modest budgets” compared to their US counterparts.

Speaking as the Australian Society for Medical Research (ASMR) 2004 Medallist, at the National Press Club in Canberra, Professor Hendrix said Australians’ rights to privacy and confidentiality were potentially vulnerable because of emerging genetic programs. 

Professor Hendrix envisages a time within the next decade when every child will be given a genetic passport shortly after birth. These genetic passports will provide vital information regarding the child’s predisposition for hundreds of illnesses with a genetic link, such as heart disease, obesity, osteoporosis and some forms of cancer. While they will bring dramatic benefits in disease management and individualised patient treatment, there were many major social policy issues still to be addressed.

Details at www.scienceinpublic.com/medical, call Anne Hayward 0419 893 922 for interviews

Other stories at www.scienceinpublic.com/medical including

· Human cloning – panacea or Pandora’s box – would you want a scientist to clone your child – a Queensland discussion on Wednesday 9 June – convenor Jon Harris and panellists are available for interview – ph 0419 788 541

Adelaide scientists get “out of the laboratory and on the street” today at Rundle Mall – ph Olgatina Bucco on 0417 800642

· Foods that will enhance brain performance, and actively reduce our risk of heart disease, obesity, diabetes and more. Is this a good idea? The pros and cons will be discussed in Sydney on Wednesday night. The panellists are available for interview.

For further information on these stories and more call Sarah on 0413 332 489.  medical@scienceinpublic.com or visit www.scienceinpublic.com/medical   
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ASMR Medical Research Week is a national initiative of the Australian Society for Medical Research. 
Medical Research Week highlights the contributions made by medical researchers to the health and well being of all Australians in the past, today and in the future. Supporters of Medical Research Week include the Australian Government’s Department of Health and Ageing, the National Health and Medical Research Council, Amgen, MSD, Pfizer and the Royal Australian College Of General Practitioners.

ASMR Medical Research Week is a national initiative of the Australian Society for Medical Research.

