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Commonwealth Health Minister’s Award for Excellence in Health and Medical Research

Minister announces winner - $50,000 Prize

The Hon. Tony Abbott MP, Minister for Health and Ageing, last night announced the winner of the Commonwealth Health Minister’s Award for Excellence in Health and Medical Research at the ASMR Medical Research Week( Dinner in Melbourne.

Associate Professor Robyn Ward, (Dept of Medicine, University of NSW, Senior Staff Specialist, Medical Oncology, St Vincent’s Hospital Sydney), is the first woman to receive the Award. 

Honoured for her outstanding achievements in translational and clinical cancer research, A/Professor Ward established and leads an independent research group who have produced over 100 publications in international peer reviewed journals as well as several international patents.  Three important contributions over the last three years are –

· the laboratory development of human antibodies to treat cancer that is now advanced to the point of clinical testing in patients 
· the identification of the important role for early or precursor lesions (hyperplastic polyps) in different types of colorectal cancer 
· the description of the first example of inherited non-genetic changes in genes that affect their action leading to the generation of cancers.  This mechanism appears to be particularly relevant to an inherited form of colorectal cancer
As an independent and innovative practitioner of patient-focused research, she has successfully and repeatedly translated basic research into clinical practice!

Contact Catherine West on 0415 928 211
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